ORDINANCE NO., 977

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 9, ORDINANCE NO.
973 TO PERMIT USE OF PLASTIC RECEPTACLES FOR
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL; REPEALING
ALL OTHER ORDINANCES, PARTS OF ORDINANCES OR
SECTIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE IN CONFLICT OR
INCONSISTENT HEREWITH AND, FIXING THE EFFECTIVE
DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO:

1. That Section 9 of Ordinance No. 973 be, and the same hereby is
amended to read as follows:

Section 9. Duty to acquire and maintain container, Container Speci-
fications. Every person owning, leasing or occupying premises within the City
of Roswell shall provide one or more of the following types of waste containers:

a. Manually transported containers;
b. Mechanically transported containers; or
c. Incinerators,

in sufficient number to contain and accommodate any and all solid waste accu-
mulated by such person between collection periods.

l. Manually transported containers. (a) Two-way containers shall be
of a capacity not less than twenty gallons nor more than thirty-two gallons, dur-
able, fly, rodent, insect proof, and watertight, portable receptacles with two
substantial handles, sufficiently strong to lift and empty the container conven-
iently when full, the container to be fabricated of hot-dipped, galvanized metal,
not less than 26 gauge, without inside bands, reinforcing angles or serious dents
or holes or, in lieu of such galvanized metal container, a durable plastic recep-
tacle of like capacity with tight-fitting lid, tapered sides and adequate handles for
lifting may be used. The receptacles as herein prescribed shall be firmly an-
chored against upset by either winds or animals. The tops and bottoms thereof
shall be securely reinforced; each container shall be secured with a close fitted
metal cover and shall be kept closed at all times, except when depositing solid
waste the rein or emptying the container.

Containers which have become deteriorated or damaged to the extent
of being badly dented, leaking, without handles or covers, having ill-fitted co-
vers, jagged or sharp edges capable of causing injury to collection employees,
upon 10 days written notice shall be replaced or satisfactorily repaired.

(b). One-way manually transported containers shall be plastic bags of
the 32-gallon size and may be used as metal can liners, or as the container it-
self. Plastic bags used as metal can liners shall be no less than 13 mil thick-
ness, Plastic bags used as a container shall be no less than 2 mil thickness.

(c) Containers not complying with the specifications hereinabove set
forth, including all kinds of wood, metal or concrete boxes and structures pre-
viously used shall be removed from the street, sidewalk or alleys. All con-
tainers not complying with the specifications herein listed shall not be used for



keeping solid waste, but may be maintained within the property line for any
other purpose. Any person who fails or refuses to provide such new or pro-
perly repaired container or containers as hereinabove set forth, or fails or
refuses after 10 days written notice to replace such defective containers or to
supply additional containers as herein provided, such action or refusal is
hereby declared to be a petty misdemeanor, punishable as herein provided.

(d) The owner, occupant, lessee or person in charge of controlling

the premises shall keep and maintain manually transported containers in a
rack constructed in such a manner as will keep the cans from being over-
turned or upset and the contents scattered in any manner. Each rack shall be
of sturdy construction and of a type that will permit the cans to be easily lift-
ed or removed from the rack by the person collecting or removing the same.
Where racks are built into or in conjunction with a fence, it shall have a floor
at least 6 inches above ground level and the height of the vertical opening shall
be at least equal in height to the height of any container to be used in the rack.

(e) Manually transported containers may be used in commercial areas
where the Sanitation Officer has determined that a minimum of two and one-half
yards of solid waste has not been generated over a period of 7 days, two and
one-half cubic yards being the equivalent of 16 cans of 32 gallon content.

2. Mechanically transported containers. Mechanically transported
containers shall be in accordance with specifications to be approved by the
City Manager and no mechanically transported container shall be placed to
serve any premises, either in the street or in the alley, without prior approval
of the City Manager. The Sanitation Officer is authorized to designate the loca-
tion of any such containers, considering among other things, accessibility and
convenience to collection crews and to the customer, hazardous conditions such
as electric wires, if any, and obstacles or means of approach.

(a) Each owner, tenant, occupant, lessee or person in charge or con-
trolling the premises shall be held responsible for maintaining the area sur-
rounding mechanically transported containers and racks in clean and sanitary
condition, free of weeds, tall grass and solid waste scattered by reason of
overturned cans, which shall be cause for issuance of citation to appear in
Municipal Court. If, in the opinion of the Sanitation Officer, unsanitary pre-
mises are being maintained, written notice thereof shall be mailed or other-
wise delivered to the user, if, within thirty days after mailing or delivery of
such written notice, the user has not acquired a mechanically transported con-
tainer of sufficient size or has not contracted for sufficient pickups per week
to properly maintain his premises in a sanitary manner, user shallbe deem-
ed guilty of a petty misdemeanor and punished upon conviction as herein pro-
vided.

3. Incinerators. Incinerators located on the premises involved may
be approved for the burning of solid waste, such approval to be evidenced in
writing by the appropriate governmental authority.

4. Solid Waste Receptacles. All solid waste receptacles shall be
maintained in a clean and sanitary condition by the owner or person using the
receptacle and such receptacles shall be located only in such places as shall
be readily accessible for removing and emptying the same, but shall not be
placed in such place or position as may constitute a nuisance or obstruction
to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. In cases of dispute or complaint incident
to the location of any such receptacle placed for the removal of contents, the
Sanitation Officer shall designate the place, which decision shall be final.







